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L THEMYSTHRY OF THE CHURCH

1. Christ is the Light of nations. Because this is so, this Sacred Synod gathered together
In the Holy Spirit eagerly desires, by proclaiming the Gospel to every creature, to bring
the light of Christ to all men, a light brightly visible on the countenance of the Church.
Since the Church is in Christ like a sacrament or as a sign and instrument both of a very
closely knit union with God and of the unity of the whole human race, it desires now to
unfold more fully to the faithful of the Church and to the whole world its own inner
nature and universal mission. ..




L THEMYSTHRY OF THE CHURCH

- The Trinity’s Role in the Origin of the Church

2. The eternal Father, by a free and hidden plan of His own wisdom and goodness,
created the whole world. His plan was to raise men to a participation of the divine
life.... He planned to assemble in the holy Church all those who would believe in Christ.
Already from the beginning of the world the foreshadowing of the Church took place. It
was prepared in a remarkable way throughout the history of the people of Israel and by
means of the Old Covenant. In the present era of time the Church was constituted and,
by the outpouring of the Spirit, was made manifest. At the end of time it will gloriously
achieve completion, when, as is read in the Fathers, all the just, from Adam and "from
Abel, the just one, to the last of the elect,” will be gathered together with the Father in
the universal Church.




L THEMYSTHRY OF THE CHURCH

- The Trinity’s Role in the Origin of the Church
3. The Son, therefore, came, sent by the Father. It was in Him, before the foundation of

the world, that the Father chose us and predestined us to become adopted sons, for in
Him it pleased the Father to re-establish all things. To carry out the will of the Father,
Christ inaugurated the Kingdom of heaven on earth and revealed to us the mystery of
that kingdom. By His obedience He brought about redemption. The Church, or, in other
words, the kingdom of Christ now present in mystery, grows visibly through the power
of God in the world......



L THEMYSTHRY OF THE CHURCH

- The Trinity’s Role in the Origin of the Church
4. When the work which the Father gave the Son to do on earth was accomplished, the Holy

Spirit was sent on the day of Pentecost in order that He might continually sanctify the Church,
and thus, all those who believe would have access through Christ in one Spirit to the Father. He
is the Spirit of Life, a fountain of water springing up to life eternal. To men, dead in sin, the
Father gives life through Him, until, in Christ, He brings to life their mortal bodies. The Spirit
dwells in the Church and in the hearts of the faithful, as in a temple. ... He both equips and
directs with hierarchical and charismatic gifts and adorns with His fruits. . ..

Thus, the Church has been seen as "a people made one with the unity of the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit.”




L THEMYSTHRY OF THE CHURCH

- Like the Incarnate Word, the Church is Divine and Human
8. Christ, the one Mediator, established and continually sustains here on earth His holy Church,
the community of faith, hope and charity, as an entity with visible delineation through which He
communicated truth and grace to all. But, the society structured with hierarchical organs and
the Mystical Body of Christ, are not to be considered as two realities, nor are the visible
assembly and the spiritual community, nor the earthly Church and the Church enriched with
heavenly things; rather they form one complex reality which coalesces from a divine and a
human element. For this reason, by no weak analogy, it is compared to the mystery of the
Incarnate Word. As the assumed nature inseparably united to Him, serves the divine Word as a
living organ of salvation, so, in a similar way, does the visible social structure of the Church
serve the Spirit of Christ, who vivifies it, in the building up of the body.. ..



L THEMYSTHRY OF THE CHURCH

- The Church of Christ “subsists” in the Catholic Church

8. ... This is the one Church of Christ which in the Creed is professed as one, holy,
catholic and apostolic, which our Saviour, after His Resurrection, commissioned Peter to
shepherd, and him and the other apostles to extend and direct with authority, which He
erected for all ages as "the pillar and mainstay of the truth". This Church constituted
and organized in the world as a society, subsists in the Catholic Church, which is
governed by the successor of Peter and by the Bishops in communion with him,
although many elements of sanctification and of truth are found outside of its visible
structure. These elements, as gifts belonging to the Church of Christ, are forces
impelling toward catholic unity. ..



1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

9. At all times and in every race God has given welcome to whosoever fears Him and
does what is right. God, however, does not make men holy and save them merely as
Individuals, without bond or link between one another. Rather has it pleased Him to
bring men together as one people, a people which acknowledges Him in truth and
serves Him in holiness. He therefore chose the race of Israel as a people unto Himself.
With it He set up a covenant. Step by step He taught and prepared this people, making
known in its history both Himself and the decree of His will and making it holy unto
Himself. All these things, however, were done by way of preparation and as a figure of
that new and perfect covenant, which was to be ratified in Christ, and of that fuller
revelation which was to be given through the Word of God Himself made flesh. ..




1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

....This was to be the new People of God. For those who believe in Christ, who are
reborn not from a perishable but from an imperishable seed through the word of the
living God, not from the flesh but from water and the Holy Spirit, are finally established
as "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a purchased people . . . who In
times past were not a people, but are now the people of God".

Established by Christ as a communion of life, charity and truth, it is also used by Him as
an instrument for the redemption of all, and is sent forth into the whole world as the
light of the world and the salt of the earth.




1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

- "a kingdom and priests to God the Father”
10. Christ the Lord, High Priest taken from among men, made the new people "a
kingdom and priests to God the Father". The baptized, by regeneration and the anointing
of the Holy Spirit, are consecrated as a spiritual house and a holy priesthood, in order
that through all those works which are those of the Christian man they may offer
spiritual sacrifices and proclaim the power of Him who has called them out of darkness
into His marvelous light. Therefore all the disciples of Christ, persevering in prayer and
praising God, should present themselves as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.
Everywhere on earth they must bear witness to Christ and give an answer to those who
seek an account of that hope of eternal life which is in them.



1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

- Common Priesthood of the Faithful and Ministerial Priesthood
Though they differ from one another in essence and not only in degree, the common
priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial or hierarchical priesthood are nonetheless
Interrelated: each of them In its own special way Is a participation in the one priesthood
of Christ. The ministerial priest, by the sacred power he enjoys, teaches and rules the
priestly people; acting in the person of Christ, he makes present the Eucharistic
sacrifice, and offers it to God in the name of all the people. But the faithful, in virtue of
their royal priesthood, join in the offering of the Eucharist. They likewise exercise that
priesthood In receiving the sacraments, in prayer and thanksgiving, in the witness of a
holy life, and by self-denial and active charity.




1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

- All men are called to belong to this people

13. All men are called to belong to the new people of God. Wherefore this people, while
remaining one and only one, is to be spread throughout the whole world and must exist in all
ages, so that the decree of God's will may be fulfilled. .. ..

It follows that though there are many nations there is but one people of God, which takes its
citizens from every race, making them citizens of a kingdom which is of a heavenly rather than
of an earthly nature. All the faithful, scattered though they be throughout the world, are in
communion with each other in the Holy Spirit, and so, he who dwells in Rome knows that the
people of India are his members". Since the kingdom of Christ is not of this world the Church or
people of God in establishing that kingdom takes nothing away from the temporal welfare of
any people. On the contrary it fosters and takes to itself, insofar as they are good, the ability,
riches and customs in which the genius of each people expresses itself. ...




1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

- All men are called to belong to this people

... Invirtue of this catholicity each individual part contributes through its special gifts to
the good of the other parts and of the whole Church. Through the common sharing of
gifts and through the common effort to attain fullness in unity, the whole and each of
the parts receive increase. ...

All men are called to be part of this catholic unity of the people of God which in

promoting universal peace presages it. And there belong to or are related to it in various
ways, the Catholic faithful, all who believe in Christ, and indeed the whole of mankind,
for all men are called by the grace of God to salvation.



1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

- Ways of Relating to the Catholic Unity of the People of God

14. This Sacred Council wishes to turn its attention firstly to the Catholic faithful. Basing itself upon
Sacred Scripture and Tradition, it teaches that the Church, now sojourning on earth as an exile, is
necessary for salvation. ... Whosoever, therefore, knowing that the Catholic Church was made necessary
by Christ, would refuse to enter or to remain in it, could not be saved.

Catholics
They are fully incorporated in the society of the Church who, possessing the Spirit of Christ accept her
entire system and all the means of salvation given to her, and are united with her as part of her visible
bodily structure and through her with Christ, who rules her through the Supreme Pontiff and the bishops.
The bonds which bind men to the Church in a visible way are profession of faith, the sacraments, and
ecclesiastical government and communion. He is not saved, however, who, though part of the body of the
Church, does not persevere in charity. He remains indeed in the bosom of the Church, but, as it were, only
in a "bodily" manner and not “in his heart.". ..




1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

- Ways of Relating to the Catholic Unity of the People of God

Catechumens

Catechumens who, moved by the Holy Spirit, seek with explicit intention to be incorporated into
the Church are by that very intention joined with her. With love and solicitude Mother Church
already embraces them as her own.

Non-Catholic Christians
15. The Church recognizes that in many ways she is linked with those who, being baptized, are

honored with the name of Christian, though they do not profess the faith in its entirety or do not
preserve unity of communion with the successor of Peter.... In all of Christ's disciples the Spirit
arouses the desire to be peacefully united, in the manner determined by Christ, as one flock
under one shepherd, and He prompts them to pursue this end.



1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

- Ways of Relating to the Catholic Unity of the People of God

Non-Christian Religions and Sincere Seekers of God and the good

16. Finally, those who have not yet received the Gospel are related in various ways to the
people of God. In the first place we must recall the people to whom the testament and the
promises were given and from whom Christ was born according to the flesh. On account of their
fathers this people remains most dear to God, for God does not repent of the gifts He makes nor
of the calls He issues.

But the plan of salvation also includes those who acknowledge the Creator. In the first place
amongst these there are the Muslims, who, professing to hold the faith of Abraham, along with
us adore the one and merciful God, who on the last day will judge mankind.




1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

- Ways of Relating to the Catholic Unity of the People of God

Non-Christian Religions and Sincere Seekers of God and the good

Nor is God far distant from those who in shadows and images seek the unknown God, for it is
He who gives to all men life and breath and all things, and as Saviour wills that all men be
saved.

Those also can attain to salvation who through no fault of their own do not know the Gospel of
Christ or His Church, yet sincerely seek God and moved by grace strive by their deeds to do His
will as it is known to them through the dictates of conscience.

Nor does Divine Providence deny the helps necessary for salvation to those who, without blame
on their part, have not yet arrived at an explicit knowledge of God and with His grace strive to

live a good life. Whatever good or truth is found amongst them is looked upon by the Church as
a preparation for the Gospel.




1. ON THE PEOPLE OF GOD

- The Need to Preach the Gospel to Every Creature

She knows that it is given by Him who enlightens all men so that they may finally have
life. But often men, deceived by the Evil One, have become vain in their reasonings and
have exchanged the truth of God for a lie, serving the creature rather than the Creator.
Or some there are who, living and dying in this world without God, are exposed to final
despatr.

Wherefore to promote the glory of God and procure the salvation of all of these, and
mindful of the command of the Lord, "Preach the Gospel to every creature”, the Church
fosters the missions with care and attention.



1. ON THE HILRARCHICAL STRUCTURE OF TH I
CHURCH AND IN PARTICUL.AR ON THE EPISCOPATHE

18. For the nurturing and constant growth of the People of God, Christ the Lord
instituted in His Church a variety of ministries, which work for the good of the whole
body. For those ministers, who are endowed with sacred power, serve their brethren, so
that all who are of the People of God, and therefore enjoy a true Christian dignity,
working toward a common goal freely and in an orderly way, may arrive at salvation. ...




1. ON THE HILRARCHICAL STRUCTURE OF TH I
CHURCH AND IN PARTICUL.AR ON THE EPISCOPATHE

- Bishops are Successors of the Apostles
Jesus Christ, the eternal Shepherd, established His holy Church, having sent forth the
apostles as He Himself had been sent by the Father; and He willed that their
successors, namely the bishops, should be shepherds in His Church even to the
consummation of the world. And in order that the episcopate itself might be one and
undivided, He placed Blessed Peter over the other apostles, and instituted in him a
permanent and visible source and foundation of unity of faith and communion.




1. ON THE HILRARCHICAL STRUCTURE OF TH I
CHURCH AND IN PARTICUL.AR ON THE EPISCOPATHE

- Continuing the Apostolic Mission Entrusted by the Lord Jesus

19. The Lord Jesus, after praying to the Father, calling to Himself those whom He
desired, appointed twelve to be with Him, and whom He would send to preach the
Kingdom of God; and these apostles He formed after the manner of a college or a stable
group, over which He placed Peter chosen from among them. He sent them first to the
children of Israel and then to all nations. ..

20. That divine mission, entrusted by Christ to the apostles, will last until the end of the
world, since the Gospel they are to teach is for all time the source of all life for the

Church. And for this reason the apostles, appointed as rulers in this society, took care to
appoint successors. ...




1. ON THE HILRARCHICAL STRUCTURE OF TH I
CHURCH AND IN PARTICUL.AR ON THE EPISCOPATHE

- Aided by Priests and Deacons
Bishops, therefore, with their helpers, the priests and deacons, have taken up the
service of the community, presiding in place of God over the flock, whose shepherds
they are, as teachers for doctrine, priests for sacred worship, and ministers for
governing. And just as the office granted individually to Peter, the first among the
apostles, 1s permanent and Is to be transmitted to his successors, so also the apostles’
office of nurturing the Church is permanent, and is to be exercised without interruption
by the sacred order of bishops. ... bishops by divine institution have succeeded to the
place of the apostles, as shepherds of the Church, and he who hears them, hears Christ,
and he who rejects them, rejects Christ and Him who sent Christ.



1. ON THE HILRARCHICAL STRUCTURE OF TH I
CHURCH AND IN PARTICUL.AR ON THE EPISCOPATHE

- The College of Bishops and Collegiality

22. Just as in the Gospel, the Lord so disposing, St. Peter and the other apostles constitute one apostolic
college, so in a similar way the Roman Pontiff, the successor of Peter, and the bishops, the successors of
the apostles, are joined together. ... The individual bishops, however, are the visible principle and
foundation of unity in their particular churches, fashioned after the model of the universal Church, in and
from which churches comes into being the one and only Catholic Church. For this reason the individual
bishops represent each his own church, but all of them together and with the Pope represent the entire
Church in the bond of peace, love and unity.

The individual bishops, who are placed in charge of particular churches, exercise their pastoral
government over the portion of the People of God committed to their care, and not over other churches
nor over the universal Church. But each of them, as a member of the episcopal college and legitimate

successor of the apostles, is obliged by Christ's institution and command to be solicitous for the whole
Church. ..



WV THE LAITY

30. ... Everything that has been said above concerning the People of God is intended for
the laity, religious and clergy alike. But there are certain things which pertain in a
special way to the laity, both men and women, by reason of their condition and mission.

... For their pastors know how much the laity contribute to the welfare of the entire
Church.

31. The term laity is here understood to mean all the faithful except those in holy orders
and those in the state of religious life specially approved by the Church. These faithful

are by baptism made one body with Christ and are constituted among the People of
God...



WV THE LAITY

- The Secular Nature of the Laity
What specifically characterizes the laity is their secular nature. .... the laity, by their
very vocation, seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs and by ordering
them according to the plan of God. They live in the world, that is, in each and in all of
the secular professions and occupations. They live in the ordinary circumstances of
family and social life, from which the very web of their existence is woven. They are
called there by God that by exercising their proper function and led by the spirit of the
Gospel they may work for the sanctification of the world from within as a leaven. In this
way they may make Christ known to others, especially by the testimony of a life
resplendent in faith, hope and charity. ...



Vo THE UNIVERSAL CALL TO
HOLINESS IN THE CHURCH

39. The Church, whose mystery is being set forth by this Sacred Synod, is believed to be indefectibly holy.
Indeed Christ, the Son of God, who with the Father and the Spirit is praised as "uniquely holy," loved the
Church as His bride, delivering Himself up for her. He did this that He might sanctify her. He united her to
Himself as His own body and brought it to perfection by the gift of the Holy Spirit for God's glory.
Therefore in the Church, everyone whether belonging to the hierarchy, or being cared for by it, is called to
holiness, according to the saying of the Apostle: "For this is the will of God, your sanctification”.
However, this holiness of the Church is unceasingly manifested, and must be manifested, in the fruits of
grace which the Spirit produces in the faithful; it is expressed in many ways in individuals, who in their
walk of life, tend toward the perfection of charity, thus causing the edification of others; in a very special
way this (holiness) appears in the practice of the counsels, customarily called "evangelical." This practice
of the counsels, under the impulsion of the Holy Spirit, undertaken by many Christians, either privately or
in a Church-approved condition or state of life, gives and must give in the world an outstanding witness
and example of this same holiness.



Vo THE UNIVERSAL CALL TO
HOLINESS IN THE CHURCH

- Holiness is One, but Gifts and Duties are Many
41. The classes and duties of life are many, but holiness is one—that sanctity which is cultivated by all
who are moved by the Spirit of God, and who obey the voice of the Father and worship God the Father in
spirit and in truth. These people follow the poor Christ, the humble and cross-bearing Christ in order to be
worthy of being sharers in His glory. Every person must walk unhesitatingly according to his own personal
gifts and duties in the path of living faith, which arouses hope and works through charity.

...the shepherds of Christ's flock [bishops] must holily and eagerly, humbly and courageously carry out
their ministry

... Priests, who resemble bishops to a certain degree in their participation of the sacrament of Orders,
form the spiritual crown of the bishops.(6*) They participate in the grace of their office and they should
grow daily in their love of God and their neighbor by the exercise of their office through Christ, the eternal
and unigue Mediator.



Vo THE UNIVERSAL CALL TO
HOLINESS IN THE CHURCH

- Holiness is One, but Gifts and Duties are Many
Ministers of lesser rank are also sharers in the mission and grace of the Supreme Priest.
In the first place among these ministers are deacons, who, in as much as they are
dispensers of Christ's mysteries and servants of the Church, should keep themselves
free from every vice and stand before men as personifications of goodness and friends

of God.

Furthermore, married couples and Christian parents should follow their own proper path
(to holiness) by faithful love. They should sustain one another in grace throughout the

entire length of their lives. They should embue their offspring, lovingly welcomed as
God's gift, with Christian doctrine and the evangelical virtues. ...



Vo THE UNIVERSAL CALL TO
HOLINESS IN THE CHURCH

- Holiness is One, but Gifts and Duties are Many
May all those who are weighed down with poverty, infirmity and sickness, as well as those who
must bear various hardships or who suffer persecution for justice sake—may they all know they
are united with the suffering Christ in a special way for the salvation of the world. The Lord
called them blessed in His Gospel and they are those whom "the God of all graces, who has
called us unto His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will Himself, after we have suffered a little
while, perfect, strengthen and establish”.

Finally all Christ's faithful, whatever be the conditions, duties and circumstances of their lives—
and indeed through all these, will daily increase in holiness, if they receive all things with faith

from the hand of their heavenly Father and if they cooperate with the divine will. In this
temporal service, they will manifest to all men the love with which God loved the world.



Vo THE UNIVERSAL CALL TO
HOLINESS IN THE CHURCH

- Love as the First and Foremost Gift
42."God is love, and he who abides in love, abides in God and God in Him". But, God
pours out his love into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, Who has been given to us;
thus the first and most necessary gift is love, by which we love God above all things and
our neighbor because of God. Indeed, in order that love, as good seed may grow and
bring forth fruit in the soul, each one of the faithful must willingly hear the Word of God
and accept His Will, and must complete what God has begun by their own actions with
the help of God's grace.




Vi RELIGIOUS

43. The evangelical counsels of chastity dedicated to God, poverty and obedience are based
upon the words and examples of the Lord. ... Church authority has the duty, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, of interpreting these evangelical counsels, of regulating their
practice and finally to build on them stable forms of living. Thus it has come about, that, as if on
a tree which has grown in the field of the Lord, various forms of solidarity and community life,

as well as various religious families have branched out in a marvelous and multiple way from
this divinely given seed. Such a multiple and miraculous growth augments both the progress of
the members of these various religious families themselves and the welfare of the entire Body
of Christ. These religious families give their members the support of a more firm stability in their
way of life and a proven doctrine of acquiring perfection. They further offer their members the
support of fraternal association in the militia of Christ and of liberty strengthened by obedience.
Thus these religious are able to tranquilly fulfill and faithfully observe their religious profession
and so spiritually rejoicing make progress on the road of charity.




Vi RELIGIOUS

- What's Particular to Religious and the Evangelical Counsels?
44. The faithful of Christ bind themselves to the three aforesaid counsels either by
vows, or by other sacred bonds, which are like vows in their purpose. By such a bond, a
person is totally dedicated to God, loved beyond all things. In this way, that person is
ordained to the honor and service of God under a new and special title. Indeed through
Baptism a person dies to sin and is consecrated to God. However, in order that he may
be capable of deriving more abundant fruit from this baptismal grace, he intends, by the
profession of the evangelical counsels in the Church, to free himself from those
obstacles, which might draw him away from the fervor of charity and the perfection of
divine worship. By his profession of the evangelical counsels, then, he is more
Intimately consecrated to divine service.. ..



Vi RELIGIOUS

- What's Particular to Religious and the Evangelical Counsels?
The evangelical counsels which lead to charity join their followers to the Church and its
mystery in a special way. Since this is so, the spiritual life of these people should then
be devoted to the welfare of the whole Church. ... This can be realized through prayer
or active works of the apostolate. It is for this reason that the Church preserves and
fosters the special character of her various religious institutes.

The profession of the evangelical counsels, then, appears as a sign which can and
ought to attract all the members of the Church to an effective and prompt fulfillment of
the duties of their Christian vocation. ...



Vi RELIGIOUS

- Church Authority and the Practice of the Evangelical Counsels
45. It is the duty of the ecclesiastical hierarchy to regulate the practice of the evangelical
counsels by law, since it is the duty of the same hierarchy to care for the People of God and to
lead them to most fruitful pastures. The importance of the profession of the evangelical
counsels is seen in the fact that it fosters the perfection of love of God and love of neighbor in
an outstanding manner and that this profession is strengthened by vows. Furthermore, the
hierarchy, following with docility the prompting of the Holy Spirit, accepts the rules presented
by outstanding men and women and authentically approves these rules after further
adjustments. It also aids by its vigilant and safeguarding authority those institutes variously
established for the building up of Christ's Body in order that these same institutes may grow and
flourish according to the spirit of the founders.



Vil THE BESCHATOLOGICAL NATURE OF THE PILGRI

CHURCH AND I'TS UNION WITH THE CHURCH IN
HEAVEN

48. The Church, to which we are all called in Christ Jesus, and in which we acquire
sanctity through the grace of God, will attain its full perfection only in the glory of
heaven, when there will come the time of the restoration of all things. At that time the
human race as well as the entire world, which is intimately related to man and attains
to its end through him, will be perfectly reestablished in Christ.



Vil THE BESCHATOLOGICAL NATURE OF THE PILGRI
CHURCH AND I'TS UNION WITH THE CHURCH IN
HEAVEN

- The Restoration in Christ Has Already Begun

Christ, having been lifted up from the earth has drawn all to Himself. Rising from the dead He
sent His life-giving Spirit upon His disciples and through Him has established His Body which is
the Church as the universal sacrament of salvation. Sitting at the right hand of the Father, He is
continually active in the world that He might lead men to the Church and through it join them to
Himself and that He might make them partakers of His glorious life by nourishing them with His
own Body and Blood. Therefore the promised restoration which we are awaiting has already
begun in Christ, is carried forward in the mission of the Holy Spirit and through Him continues in
the Church in which we learn the meaning of our terrestrial life through our faith, while we
perform with hope in the future the work committed to us in this world by the Father, and thus
work out our salvation. ...



Vil THE BESCHATOLOGICAL NATURE OF THE PILGRI
CHURCH AND I'TS UNION WITH THE CHURCH IN
HEAVEN

- The Church is still on Pilgrimage
However, until there shall be new heavens and a new earth in which justice dwells, the
pilgrim Church in her sacraments and institutions, which pertain to this present time,
has the appearance of this world which is passing and she herself dwells among
creatures who groan and travail in pain until now and await the revelation of the sons

of God.




Vil THE BESCHATOLOGICAL NATURE OF THE PILGRI
CHURCH AND I'TS UNION WITH THE CHURCH IN
HEAVEN

- The Church on Earth, in Purgatory, and in Heaven is One

49. Until the Lord shall come in His majesty, and all the angels with Him and death
being destroyed, all things are subject to Him, some of His disciples are exiles on earth,
some having died are purified, and others are in glory beholding “clearly God Himself
triune and one, as He 1s”; but all in various ways and degrees are in communion in the
same charity of God and neighbor and all sing the same hymn of glory to our God. For all
who are in Christ, having His Spirit, form one Church and cleave together in Him.
Therefore the union of the wayfarers with the brethren who have gone to sleep in the
peace of Christ is not in the least weakened or interrupted, but on the contrary,
according to the perpetual faith of the Church, is strengthened by communication of
spiritual goods.



Vil THE BESCHATOLOGICAL NATURE OF THE PILGRI
CHURCH AND I'TS UNION WITH THE CHURCH IN
HEAVEN

- Praying for the Dead, Asking for the Intercession of the Saints

50. Fully conscious of this communion of the whole Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, the pilgrim
Church from the very first ages of the Christian religion has cultivated with great piety the
memory of the dead, and "because it is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead that
they may be loosed from their sins", also offers suffrages for them. The Church has always
believed that the apostles and Christ's martyrs who had given the supreme witness of faith and
charity by the shedding of their blood, are closely joined with us in Christ, and she has always
venerated them with special devotion, together with the Blessed Virgin Mary and the holy
angels. The Church has piously implored the aid of their intercession. To these were soon added
also those who had more closely imitated Christ's virginity and poverty, and finally others whom
the outstanding practice of the Christian virtues and the divine charisms recommended to the
pious devotion and imitation of the faithful.




VI THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, MOTHER
GOD IN THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST AND THFE
CHURCH

- |. Introduction
- |l. The Role of the Blessed Mother in the Economy of Salvation
- |lI. On the Blessed Virgin and the Church

- |V. The Cult of the Blessed Virgin in the Church
- V. Mary the sign of created hope and solace to the wandering people of God



